








Good Afternoon,

My name is Katie Casteel and I am a resident of Lee County, Educator of 14 years, Community

Member and Parent to two students at BSCS.

Like many people, I was drawn to know more about the Southwest Charter Foundation Board

when COVID protocols and mask mandates  (or lack thereof) were issued at the start of this

school year.  My son made it through FIVE days of Kindergarten before contracting COVID and it

is nothing I would wish upon another family.

I have had the opportunity to speak with Patrick Galatowitsch and Rita Weaver of CSUSA about

some of my concerns. I am here today to ask questions of you, The Board.

First, the  by-laws shared with me consists of 75 pages; 32 of them are blank and 43 have text-

many of which are repeated.  This sent me to the Florida Division of Corporations to find out

more. On file with the State is a six page “Articles of Incorporation”. Can anyone explain the

blank pages or the difference in documentation?

While the frequency of meetings was listed in the by-law the time was not. As a corporation

whose purpose is promoting education, meeting times that are NOT in the middle of the work

day make it more accessible to all stakeholders.

The core of my questions with Patrick and Rita focused around Board Member qualifications

and term length. This was the beginning of me being told many times that Board Members are

volunteers, which brings me to Section 4.3 of the Articles of Incorporation or Section 4.7 of the

amended by-laws.



According to those sections the Board Directors cannot  “benefit from net earnings”. However it

lists the vague exception that “reasonable compensation may be paid for services rendered”.  I

would like clarification of what those services rendered could be. For instance Jonathan Hage

founded The Charter Foundation Inc. in 1996 and lists Board Members Ken Haiko, Thomas

Wheeler and Dennis Clark as Directors. Did you receive compensation for your work in that

capacity? Would that be an exception?

According to Florida’s Division of Corporations, Board Chairman Ken Haiko is listed as the

Registered Officer or Agent for FIVE Charter School Boards in the State of Florida. FOUR of those

are currently listed as Active, totaling 57 schools. THREE of those FOUR active Boards list the

exact same Ft Lauderdale address as their principal address with the State. Would that be an

exception?

Also in Section 4 (specifically 4.4) of the Articles of Incorporation it states that there will be “no

part in attempting to influence legislation”. However on September 7, 2018 Board Chairman Ken



Haiko contributed $1000 to the campaign of then Gubernatorial candidate Ron DeSantis. How

does this reflect upon Section 4.4’s standing on attempting to influence legislation, as Gov.

Desantis’s view of Charters Schools is well documented.

In both the Section 6 of the Articles of Incorporation (Section 6.2) and Section 4 of the

Amended By-Laws (Section 4.2) it states the Board Directors shall not exceed 5 members. There

are currently 7 people listed on the Board of Directors.

Lastly Section 4.3 and 4.4 of the by-laws explain the nomination and election process of new

Board Members. It is controlled 100%  by the current standing Board. How is this an effective

strategy for growth and inclusion?

I look forward to you addressing my questions and can also provide them in writing if needed.

Thank you



HI Ms. Fields,   
Thank you for your response. I appreciate your time. I have been amazed at the dedication of SMCA 
staff to keeping our students safe in car line every day. I reiterate the information in my e-mail below. 
Except, I would like to change my request. I am asking for the option for my daughter to attend school 
online -until her safety can be assured at school in person. By taking the precautions I outlined below, 
we kept our family safe for 16 months. Now within the first few weeks of school, we have both tested 
positive for COVID. I am now struggling to be well & care for my daughter. We want to maintain our 
connection to SMCA but I am petrified to return to school where there is not enough space to social 
distance & we are forced to sit next to students who are not wearing a mask/taking precautions. School 
is the only environment we cannot avoid as with other social situations.   
   
Dr. Galatowitsch offered you are able to forward the Zoom link for the Board meeting on 9/8/21. I 
would like to attend the meeting.   
   
Dr. Galatowitsch, I’m not sure I will feel well enough to speak at the meeting. I need to keep my stress 
down so that I can recover. I would like to enter the two most recent e-mails as my written statement. Is 
that possible?   
   
I would like to be clear on my request. I am asking for the opportunity for my daughter to attend school 
online until she can attend school in person safely. I am aware of the legal challenge & also of the Courts 
recent verbal ruling. The Governor & the governing board of Charter Schools USA/SMCA are culpable for 
the recent & significant illness of my daughter & I. Please apply common sense & the opportunity for all 
students to be equally represented and safe.   
   
Thank you all.   
   
Summer A. Bell 
 



ESOL Reading Gifted OOF WAIVER Subject
FIRST LAST

1
2 Kristina Bryant X
3 Tiffany Dimaio X
4 Sari Welch X
5 Robin Michael X
6 Roy Stabler 6-12 Math
7 Gretchen Colon Miranda X 6-12 ELA
8 Jeanne Starkey X
9

School Name: Six Mile Charter Academy

TEACHERS' NAME

ESOL AND OUT OF FIELD WAIVERS 


